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AN ADDRESS, &c. 


Dearly beloved Brethren. 
Grace be unto you and peace from God our Fa- 


ther, and the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


T gives me no ſmall degree of pleaſure, to 
find that I have another opportunity of ad- 
dreſſing you in the defence of thoſe truth 
which I have preached to you, fince God in his 
providence caſt my lot among you.—lI write net 
now to maintain a mere logical point, but to 
vindicate the truth, as it is in Jeſus ; which 
ought not to be palliated in order to accommo=- 
date it to the vicious and corrupt inclinations 
of any man; but faithfully and fully declared, 
whatever be the event, for the ſoul that is born 
of God, will not be ſatisfied without the /ving 
bread; and the carnal mind will not be ſatisfied, 
ſo long as one ſpiritual truth remains, So that 
either the children will cry becauſe their fo2d 
is taken away, or the enemies of Chriſt, will hiſs 
at the bread of life. 

A. few days ago a Sermon was put into my 
hands, which the writer thereof calls Eternal 
Juſtification unmaſked, and as the ſcope of it (I 
find) tends to ſubvert ſome of the fundamental 
truths of the goſpel, and perplex the minds of 
the readers; I therefore thought it my duty to 
fortify your minds againſt thoſe errors and 462 
ſurdities which ſo manifeſtly abound therein. 

The author you may-obſerve, begins his pre- 
face with a great deal of buſtle and noiſe about 
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ignorance, pride, boaſling, &c.” ſo that one is al- 
moſt led to think, that he is one of thoſe wwndy, 
vain, frothy, all-tongued, boaſting, empty profeſſors 
which he makes mention of in his next page. 

He then produces a great nuinher of heav 
charges againſt ſome perſon or perfons, ſuch as 
& being afraid to come to the light their being 
aſhamed of their tenets _——heaping odiums upon the 
ſervants of Chriſt —diſſuading their credulous 
and ignorant hearers to keep from every faithful 
miniſter, Sc but as every diſcerning perſon. 
who is acquainted with the auzhor, will be able 
to fee what all this rancour iprings from; and 
knowing that the frutb wants nothing of this 
Eind for its ſupport, I ſhall paſs it by and not 
render railing for railing. Beſide we may ſup- 
pole that he gave us the beſt which he was at 
that time in poſſeſſion of; and if a man give us 
the beſt he has, we can re no more; there- 
fore let us look forwards for ſomething better. 

The writer in the firſt page of his Sermon 
informs us, that Errors are pleaſant dainties 


on which zgnorance delights to feed; and really 


one would imagine by his following pages, that 
he ſpeaks from his own experience, for he ſeems 
to me to be in the poſſeſſion of no ſmall num- 
ber of them, but as I with to be as brief as I 
can ; let us proceed now to page the 8th to the 
article of Fuſtification ; which we need not be 
afraid, nor yet aſhamed to do. 
in the above-mentioned page we are told, 
that Juſtification is not an holy and heavenly di of- 
Pofition of mind wrought in the Pour” e grant it. 
II is not a work of the Holy ſpirit in our hearts, 
this allo is granted: by us, —ff but it is an att of 
| geace | 
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grace towards a BELIEVING SINNER ;” that is 
you know 4 SAINT ; for every real believer is a 
ſanctified perſon, ſo that the object of juſtifica- 

tion you find 1s a SAINT, | | 
Now look at the bottom of his 14th page, and 
there he tells you with Saint Paul, that God 
juſtifies the UNGODLY ; ſo that theſe two put 
together make up the author's ob7e# of juſtifi- 
cation; Which is an UNGODLY SAINT; alas 
what a Monſter !!! where ſhall we find one ? 
is there ſuch an one in HEAVEN ? no, for there 
dwells nothing but righteouſneſs, or righteous 
beings. Are there any ſuch in HELL, no, for no 
ſuch compound beings inhabit thofe dark re- 
gions. Can ſuch a being be found upon the 
EARTH ? no, for all that dwell upon the earth 
are either Saints or ungodly Sinners ; that 1s they 
either poſſeſs the ſpirit and grace of God in 
their hearts, or they are ſenſual having not the 
ſpirit, Now as the author's object of juſtifica- 
tion, viz. an UNGODLY SAINT, cannot be 
found neither in Heaven, Earth, nor Hell, nor 
any where elſe except in his own imagination; 
we mult conclude that he has given his Sermon 
a very wrong title; for inſtead of unmaſting juſ- 
tification in any ſenſe ; he has maſſed it in every 
ſenſe; therefore we mult call it for the future 
Tuſftification maſked. Now had he left out the 
word believing, and ſaid that juſtification is an 
act of God's grace towards a inner, we ſhould 
have agreed with him, as well as with Saint 
Paul, who tells us that God juſtifies the ungod- 
fy, in which ſtate HE viewed his people in 
Adam before the choice was made, or it could 
not 
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not have been to ſa/vation, through ſanCificas 
tion of the ſpirit and belief of the Roth, * 

It is a pity his reviſers if he had any, did 
not diſcover the b/under and inform him better, 
becauſe ſuch things do hurt to the n which 
he profeſſes to maintain. 

In page the gth he tells us, that“ God" s juſe- 
tified people are not only pardoned and . 
jrom eternal torment ; but they are bleſſed with all 
; Pirieual bleſſings in beaventy places in Chriſt,” 
which though a truth, it is not the meaning of 
this text, for the paſſage to which he alludes 
reads thus; Bleſſed be the God and Father of 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who hath bleſſed us 
with all ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly places 
in Chriſt ; and the apoſtle adds in the follow- 
ing verſe, according as he hath cheſen us in him 
before the foundation of the world; therefore 
what Pau] means to prove 1s, that all 'God' s cho- 
ſen ones were bleſſed with all ſpiritual bleſſings 
in Chriſt before the foundation of the world; 
and as juſtification is one of thoſe bleflings, | 
they muſt be bleſſed with that as early; and 
this is the obvious meaning of the paſſage. 

He mentions allo in the fame page, ** compa- 
rative juſtification,” and unfortunately produces 
to prove it, the caſe of the Publican and Pha- 
riſee. + Now you may obſerve that in a compa- 
riſon between two things, we ſay one is /, and 
the other is more /o, Thus for inſtance in com- 
paring wood with iron, we ſay wood is hard, 
but 72702 is harder; but here you have to remem= 
ber that both the wood and the iron exiſt, Now, 
We arc told in the paſſage under conſideration, 


& 2 Theſ. il, 13. 1 Luke xviii. 14, 


that 
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that the Publican went down to his own houſe 
juſtified, (viz. in his own conſcience) rather 
than, or and not the other. Now where in the 
name of common ſenſe the author can find his 
compariſon, I cannot conceive; for ſeeing one was 
juſtified and the other not juſtified, no compa- 
riſon can be made between them. Tis a pity 
the author turned out his thoughts in ſuch a 
crude, indigeſted ſtate, | 

But we mult haſten now it ſeems to conſi- 
der“ whether juſtification be an eternity, or time 
act, which our author propoſes in page 10th, to 
« try by the word of God” and to which we have 
no objection, being neither afraid, nor aſhamed. 

He proceeds to inform us, ** that the no- 
tron of eternal juſtification appears to him a moſt 
dangerous one, and propoſes to“ point out to us 
its dreadful tendency, to ruin the fouls of his fel- 
low finners ;* and no doubt but he would in- 
form us alſo, that the notion of eternal election 
is full as dangerous, and has the ſame tendency 
to ruin their ſouls as eternal juſtification ; fince 
they are both immanent acts of God, and this I 
have reaſon to believe, on reading his 15th page, 
on which I ſhall ſhortly make ſome remarks. 

He then proceeds to inform us, that“ zz he 
ſeripture, we read of juſtification as ſomething to 
be done in future ; (which he tells us) would be a 
fault, i, juſtification was from eternity.” 

Now in order to harmonize the ſcriptures on 
this ſubject, you have to keep in mind, that 
very neceſlary diſtinction, between our u/tifica- 
tion, or freedom from condemnation before God; 
and our juſtification, or freedom from condem- 
nation in our 0wn conſciences; the former 1s 
| through 
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through the redemption that is in Chriſt; * and 
the latter is enjoyed by faith, by which alone; 
we hu peace with God. 

Having made this remark, let us mores now 
to examine thoſe ſcriptures. which he brings to 
prove, that Juſtiſication is ſomething to be done 
in future,” one of which reads thus. Now it was 
not written for his (viz. Abraham's) fake alone, 
that it was imputed to him ; but for us alfo, to 
whom it hall be imputed if W believe, &c. + 
from which paſſage he undoubtedly means to 
ſuggeſt, that Chriſt's righteouſneſs is not impu- 
ted ro God's people till they believe. Now our 
Lord uſes the very ſame form of ſpeech to his 
diſciples, as 1s uſed by the apoſtle in the above- 
mentioned patlage. Hain (lays Chriſt) is my 
Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit, /e ſhall 
ye be my dijtiples, F now, as it is evident that 
they were his diſciples at this time, our Lord 
could only mean; that their bearing fruit would 
mal:e it manifeſt. $ So here allo, in the paſſage 
quoted by the author of Juſtification maſked, 
when the apoſtle ſays, 79 whom it SHALL be 
imputed, he only means; that ſuch as believe as 
Abraham did, it is manifeſt that they have the 
ſame righteouſneſs imputed to them as he had. 
Beſide the perſons among whom the apoſtle in- 
cludes himſelf, muſt be ſuppoſed to be real be- 
lievers, by which it was manifeſt that the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt was imputed to them 
already. Now, if righteouſneſs be not imputed 
till we believe, then it is not till then accepted 
of the Father; but if it be accepted of the Fa- 
ther at all, it is accepted on the behalf of all 


* Rom, iii. 24. + Rom. iv. 24, 24. J John xv. 8. 5 ſee alſo _\ 21« 
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his people ; and if accepted, it muſt be imputed, 
and if imputed, all thoſe to whom it is impu- 
ted, muſt be juſtified before God. 

But the import of the author's reaſoning is 
this; Chriſt has wrought out a righteouſneſs, 
which the Father has accepted in the behalf of 
his people; but he never imputes, or puts it to 
their account till they believe ; than which no- 
thing can be more falſe, for it cannot be ac- 
cepted a moment on the behalf of his people, be- 
fore it is imputed to thoſe people, on whole 
behalf it is accepted of the Father. 

The next paſſage of ſcripture which he pro- 
duces to prove that ** 7u/tzfication is ſomething to 
be done in future” is, where the apoſtle addrefles 
the Galatians faying, the ſcripture foreſeeing 
that God would juſtify the Heathen (viz. in 
their own conſciences) through faith, preach- 

ed before the goſpel unto Abraham, Kc. ® by 
which we may learn, that the ſame righteouf- 
neſs which juſtified Abraham before God, juſ- 
tifies his people among the Gentiles before 
him. That this ſame doctrine of Chriſt's right- 
_ couſneſs imputed for juſtification before God, 

is preached alſo among the Gentiles: to whom 
faith would be given to lay hold of and receive 
this righteouſneſs, whereupon God would pro- 
nounce the ſentence of juſtification in their con- 
ſciences ; from whence follow peace and joy in 
the holy Ghoſt. And here my brethren, I 
would wiſh you to remember, that whenever 
faith is connected with juſtification, it either 
relates to Chriſt and his righteouſneſs the ob- 
jet of faith; or has reſp to juſtification, in 


. Gal. iii. $, 
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the conſcience of the believer, in which ſenſe it 
is that juſtification is ſpoken of as Something to 
be done in future. 

He tells us likewiſe, ** that the goſpel was 
preached many years before the Gentiles were juſ- 
tified,” Now if he mean before the Gentiles 
were juſtified in their own conſciences, we 
grant it, but if he mean before God, we deny 
it; for in that ſenſe they were juſtified as ele, & 
and not as believing ſinners or ſaints, 4 and 
therefore mult be juſtified, or freed from con- 
demnation before God from eternity ; and for 
my part I cannot ſee how they that hoid the 
one, can deny the other. And as to the goſpel 
being preached from eternity,” as I never heard 
any but himſelf talk ſo weakly; I ſhall ſay no 
more about it. 

This author of Ju ification maſeed ; tells us 
in page the 11th, that“ he /criptures never 
Speak of men in a ſtate of nature as being in a 
juſtified ſtate, to which I reply, that the ſcrip- 
ture ſpeaks of =o as Elect, while they are in a 
ſtate of nature; | and as nothing can be laid to 
their charge the ſcripture mult ſpeak of men in 
a ſtace of nature as being juſtified before God; 
| becauſe our calling has no influence on our li- 
fication before God, for Juſtification is not a 
work of the holy ſpirit within us,. though till 

he does ſo work, no man can know himſelf to 
bein a juſtified ſtare. 
He tells us moreover in the fame page, bat 
HF they (viz. the Epheſians) had been juſtified 
From eternity, they never could have been without 


Rom. vii, 33. Þ+ Rom, iv. 5. J Jude i. 
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Chriſt,” poor man, it is a pity he did not give 
this ſentence a little more thought before he 
wrote it; becauſe then he might have been able 
to have made a diſtinction between a man's be- 
ing out of Chriſt and 200 t Chriſt; for even 
the ele& themſelves while they are in a ſtate 
of nature are w:thout Chriſt, that is Chriſt does 
not Uwell in their hearts by faith: but there 
never was a moment in which they were out of 
him, becauſe they were choſen in him before 
the foundation of the world, and preſerved in 
him, and called, | 

He tells us alſo in the above mentioned page, 
that ““ it 7s evident from God's word that unbe- 
lievers are condemned.” Now we ſhould be at 2 
loſs to know, whether he means that unbe- 
lievers are condemned before God, or in their 
own Conſciences ; whether as conſidered in A- 
dam, or as conſidered in Chriſt ; had he not ex- 
plained his meaning a little lower down, by 
telling us, that * an unveltever is condemned BR“ 
TORE GoD.” Poor dear man, he little thinks 
what would follow as conſequences if his doc- 
trine were true ; but it will become us how- 
ever painful, to enquire into them. 

« An unbeliever is condemned before God, and 
as he rightly obſerves, ** the elect of God were 
unbelievers before they were brought to know the 
truth as it is in Jeſus, therefore the Elect muſt 
be condemned before God. 

He then jumbles together a number of ſcrip- 
tures to amuſe the readers, and tells them in 
page 12th, that ** while the ele remain in unbe- 
lief, they are condemned, (viz. before God as he 
thinks,) for he that believeth not is condemned 
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already; becauſe he hath not believed in the name 
of the only begotten Son of God.” * Now had 
he ſaid that the elect as viewed in Adam are 
condemned; we ſhould have agreed with him, 
becauſe by the offence of one, (viz. Adam) judg- 
ment came upon all men to condemnation. But 
the eſe mult be conſidered in Chri/t, becauſe 
choſen in him before the foundation of the 
world, and therefore if the ele be condemned 
before God, Chrift mult be condemned before 
him, becauſe he is the head, and they the mem- 
bers ; and if this do not border upon blaſphe- 
my, I know not what does. 
Again this notion, that „ the elef are con- 
demned before God” overturns the doctrine of the 
atonement, for if the elef? be condemned before 
God, their fn muſt be charged before him, for 
fin and condemnation are inſeparable ; : and if 
the ſins of the elect ſtand charged before God, 
then God cannot be reconciled, and if God be 
not reconciled, the author has no Goſpel to 
preach; for can it be good news for a poor ſin- 
ner to be informed that notwithſtanding Chriſt 
hath died for fin, yet that very fin for which 
Chriſt died ſtands charged before God, and the 
perſons who committed it condemned before 
him ? ſurely not, and yet this is the author's 
opinion if his words have any meaning : ſo that 
at the moſt he can only repreſent in his preach- 
ing, that God is reconcileable, and that he will 
be quite reconciled upon our believing. I am 
ſorry to find him among ſuch company, poor 
man. 
Again if this doctrine were true, viz, that 


9 * John ili. 18, 
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« the elect are condemned before God,” it would 
be no hard matter to prove that he and all to. 
whom he preaches, muſt go to Hell; for if the 
fins of God's people ſtand charged before him, 
they muſt remain charged, for if Chriſt have not 

ut away fin from before God by the ſacrifice 
of himſelf, he never will do it ; and it is in vain 
for the author to ſay that it is put away on our 
believing, for though faith receives, yet it does 
not make the atonement ; and if fin be charged 
before God before we believe, it muſt remain 
charged after we have believed for all what faith 
can do for us. So that every ſoul upon this plan 
muſt go to Hell, for who can go to Heaven 
with his fins charged, and he condemned before 
God? | 

Now the paſſage which he brings to prove 
that “ whzile the elect remain in unbelief they are 
condemned before God” reads thus, he that be- 
lieveth not is condemned already, &c. and 
{o he is as viewed in Adam, as he is alſo in his 
own conſcience, but not before God as conſider- 
ed in Chriſt; for in that ſenſe there is no con- 
demnation to ſuch. 

He proceeds to inform us, that “ an unbe- 
liever cannot be in @ ſlate of SPECIAL FAVOR 
with God” that is if I underſtand him right, 
God has no particular regard for, or love to an 
unbeliever, Now as he rightly obſerves the 
elect are unbelievers by nature, therefore the 
Import of his reaſoning: is, to ſhow that God 
has no ſpecial love towards his ele& till they be- 
lieve. I would aſk then, was it no mark of 

love or ſpecial favor towards the elect, for God 


to 
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to give his Son to die for them ? was it no 
mark of God's ſpecial favor for him to ſend his 
fpirit into their hearts to quicken, regenerate 
them ? &c. though perhaps the author thinks 
that we believe firſt, and then God gives us his 
Son, and ſends his ſpirit into our hearts; and 
if ls, I wiſh him all the comfort that ſuch a 
tenet can afford him. 

But let us attend now to the text which the 
author brings to prove, that ** unbelievers 125 
not be in a ſtate of ſpecial favor with God,” i 
reads thus, he that believeth not ſhall be 3 
ed. * Now here you have to remark, brethren, 
that our Lord cannot mean that he that believ- 
eth not (now this moment) ſhall be damned, 
becauſe many who are now in unbelief ma 
hereafter have faith given them, and the 
brought to believe to the ſaving of their ſouls. 
It can only mean then, that he that lives and 
dies in a ſtate of unbelief, ſhall be damned. And 
this we acknowledge, which we may do, without 
ſaying with the author of Juſtiſication maſſed ; 
as « the elect while unbelievers, cannot be in a 
flate of ſpecial Favor with God.” Now had he 
ſaid that the elect while in a ſtate of unbe- 
lief are not 4nown 70 be in a ſtate of ſpecial fa- 
vor with God, we ſhould have agreed with him, 
for although God loves his people with an ever- 
laſting love, yet it cannot be known to theme 
ſelves nor others, till they are called by grace. 

He then proceeds to cloſe the 12th page by 
telling us, that“ the unbelief of Iſrael of o 
 Jorely grieved the Lord and made him angry, that 
be ſwore in his wroth that they ſhould not enter 

Mark xvi. 16. 
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into his reſt, ſo that we ſee they could not enter in 
becauſe of unbelief. Thus it appears from God's 
own word, that no unbeliever can be in a juſtified 
fate”. (page 13th) 
Now the ſcope of the author's reaſoning is 
as follows; viz. becauſe Iſrael entered not in- 
to the land of Canaan on account of their un- 
belief, therefore the ele& while in a ſtate of un- 
belief cannot be juſtified before God in the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt. What reaſoning; ! ! 
For although unbelief kept Iſrael out of the 
land of Canaan, unbelief will never keep the 
ele& out of Heaven. For faith is one of thoſe 
ſpiritual bleſſings, which is treaſured up in 
Chriſt for them ; they are choſen to and through 
it to ſalvation ; and (all the ſpiritual Iſrael) 
ſhall be ſaved in the Lord, with an everlaſting 
ſalvation, Beſide the reſt ſpoken of in the a- 
bove-mentioned paſlage is not a type of Heaven, 
but of the ſpiritual reſt of the ſaints which they 
that believe enter into. So that this paſlage is 
nothing at all to his purpoſe. He cloſes the 
paragraph by ſaying, ** therefore we muſt be juſ- 
tified when we believe and not before.” Now if 
he mean in our own conſciences we grant it, 
but if he mean before God we deny it; till he 
can prove that the righteouſneſs of Chriſt is 
not accepted in the behalf of his people till 
they believe. VVV 
We are now come to a very particular part of 
the ſubject, which you my brethren would do 
well to attend to, we have preſented to our view 


« An OBFECTION; 
Nothing can be laid to the charge of God's ele; 
| therefore 
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to give his Son to die for them ? was it no 
mark of God's ſpecial favor for him to ſend his 
fpirit into their hearts to quicken, regenerate 
them ? &c. though perhaps the author thinks 
that we believe firſt, and then God gives us his 
Son, and ſends his ſpirit into our hearts; and 
if 10, I with him all the comfort that ſuch a 
tenet can afford him. 

But let us attend now to the text which the 
author brings to prove, that“ unbelievers can- 
not be in a ftate of ſpecial favor with God,” i 
reads thus, he that believeth not ſhall be yolk 
ed. * Now here you have to remark, brethren, 
that our Lord cannot mean that he that believ- 
eth not (now this moment) ſhall be damned, 
becauſe many who are now in unbelief may 
hereafter have faith given them, and the 
brought to believe to the ſaving of their ſouls. 
It can only mean then, that he that lives and 
dies in a ſtate of unbelief, ſhall be damned. And 
this we acknowledge, which we may do, without 
ſaying with the author of Juſtiſication maſked ; 
that ** the ele while unbeliever Ss, Cannot be in a 
ate of ſpecial favor with God.” Now had he 
ſaid that the elect while in a ſtate of unbe- 
lief are not &nown to be in a ſtate of ſpecial fa- 
vor with God, we ſhould have agreed with him, 
for although God loves his people with an ever- 
laſting love, yet it cannot be known to them 
ſelves nor others, till they are called by grace. 

He then proceeds to cloſe the 12th page by 
telling us, that he unbelief of Iſrael of old 
 Sorely grieved the Lord and made him angry, that 
be fwore in his wroth that they ſhould not enter 

Mark xvi. 16, 


inte 
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into his reſt, ſo that we ſee they could not enter in 
becauſe of unbelief. Thus it appears from God's 
own word, that no unbeliever can be in a juſtified 
ſtate”. (page 13th) 

Now the ſcope of the author's reafoning is 
as follows; viz. becauſe Iſrael entered not in- 
to the land of Canaan on account of their un- 
belief, therefore the ele& while in a ſtate of un- 
belief cannot be juſtified before God in the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt. What reaſoning; ! ! 

For although unbelief kept Iſrael out of the 
land of Canaan, unbelief will never keep the 
ele& out of Heaven. For faith is one of thoſe 
ſpiritual bleſſings, which is treaſured up in 
Chriſt for them ; they are choſen to and through 
it to ſalvation ; and (all the ſpiritual Iſrael) 
ſhall be ſaved in the Lord, with an everlaſting 
ſalvation. Beſide the reſt ſpoken of in the a- 
bove-mentioned paſlage is not a type of Heaven, 
but of the piritual reſt of the ſaints which they 
that believe enter into. So that this paſſage is 
nothing at all to his purpoſe. He cloſes the 
paragraph by ſaying, ** therefore we muſt be juſ- 
tified when we believe and not before.” Now if 
he mean in our own conſciences we grant it, 
but if he mean before God we deny it; till he 
can prove that the righteouſneſs of Chriſt is 
not accepted in the behalf of his people till 
they believe. EYE e 

We are now come to a very particular part of 
the ſubject, which you my brethren would do 
well to attend to, we have preſented to our view | 


« An OBFECTION; 


Nothing can be laid to the charge of God's elet; 
therefore 
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therefore they muſt have been juſtified from eternity, 
as they were elected from eternity. 


ANS E R. 


t The apoſtle does not ſay that nothing can be laid 
to their charge becauſe they are ele ; but nothin 
can be laid to their charge becauſe they (the ele&) 
are juſtified.” If this man had a good cauſe in 
hand he would make it appear a bad one; for 
he has now acknowledged in his anſwer alt that 
we, and the apoſtle contend for, namely, that 
THEY, the elect are juſtified before God, That 
being the caſe the apoſtle ſays, who ſhall lay any 
thing to the charge of God's ele ? it is God that 
juſtifies, (viz. the elect) who is he that con- 
demneth ? * The anſwer is, the author of 7½/ 
tification maſted does. But leaving him and the 
apoſtle to ſettle this matter, could you have 
thought when the writer firſt ſet off, that he 
would ſo ſoon have become a preacher of that 
faith which he once deſtroyed ? but however ſo 
it is. | 

We proceed now to take notice of that ſcrip- 
fure which ſpeaks of vocation, or calling be- 
fore Juſtification, which our author ſeems to 
think militates againſt the notion of eternal 
zuſtification, It is this; whom he called, them be 
alſo juſtified. + Now you have to remember, that 
the order of words in ſcripture does not always 
expreſs the order of things, for even the order 
of the perſons in the Trinity is not always kep t 
to, for ſometimes the Son is placed before he 
Father, and at other times the holy Spirit be- 
fore them both; which though it proves their 


* Rom, viii. 33, 34. Þ Rom. viii. 30, 


equality, | 
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equality, yet does not deſtroy the order among 
them. So alſo with reſpect to vocation; it is ſome- 
times placed before election, as where the apoſtle 
ſays, make your calling and election ſure. Again; 
they that are with the Lord are called, choſen 
and faithful. * But we cannot conclude from 
thence, that they were called before they were 
choſen, becauſe Paul tells us to the contrary. 

But however, ſuppoſe we attend to the order 
of the words, and ſay whom he called, them hy 
alſo juſtified ; there is then nothing unnatural in 
the paſſage, for though a man is juſtified be- 
fore God as ele, as Saint Paul ſays, and as the 
author has proved, yet he is not juſtified or 
freed from condemnation in his own conſcience 
till after he is called; which without doubt is 
what the apoſtle means; if the order of the 
words muſt be attended to. 


He begins his 14th page with ſomething a- 
bout 4 noſe of wax, but as I never made 
one, I can ſay but little about it. And - 

As to perſons, « reſting the ſcriptures to their 
own deſtruction. I ſhall only ſay, that if any 
body ever did ſo, it appears to me to be the 
author of Juſtiſication maſked ; for he has fo 
reſted the ſcriptures already, as to overturn the 
atonement, and the doctrine of juſtification; and 
without theſe; deſtruction muſt follow of courſe, 

He next informs us in the above-mentioned 
page, that eternal juſtification is not only con- 
trary to the ſeripture, but to reaſon alſo,” and 
tries to prove it thus : ** before we were brought 


into being, we could neither be juſtified nor condemns< 


*2 Pet; i i. 10. Rey, xvii. 14 
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ed, for nothing can be predicated, (or affirmed) of 
that which is not,” ſays our author. 

Now here you may obſerve, that he denies 
npon this ground the doctrine of eternal elec- 
tron; for if nothing can be affirmed of that 
which is not, or has no actual being, Paul did 
very wrong to affirm that we were choſen in 
Chriſt before the foundation of the world, as he did 
alſo when he ſaid, God hath from the beginning 
choſen you to ſalvation; for ſays the author, 
nothing can be predicated, or affirmed of that 
which 1s not.” 

But however as Paul has affirmed, that God's 
people were choſen in Chriſt before the founda- 
tion of the world, and bleſſed with all ſpiritual 
bleſſings as early; and that nothing can be laid to 
their charge ** becauſe they {the eleft } are juſti- 

fied,” then we need not be affraid to affirm the 

ſame things, of the fame people. - 
| Now be it remembered, that although God's 
qa elect have not an actual being from eternity, 
yet it was certain with God that they ſhould have 
one; for known unto him are all his works 
from the beginning, or from eternity. * Beſide 
| it ſhould be remembered alſo, that the elect 
3 have a repreſentative being in Chriſt, even ſuch 
| a being as makes them capable of being blefled 
in him with all ſpiritual bleſſings, and why not 
| capable of being juſtified in him? ſince juſt ifi- 
5 cation is not a work that is wrought u them, 
but an act of grace 7owards them, as election is. 
He next proceeds to inform us, that ** as 
juſtification is a law term, it ſuppoſes 1ſt. a law-. 
giver, ad. a law, 3d. à court of judicature ; and 
| Acts xy, 18. | | 
| | tells 


| — — — _—— — — — — 
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tells us, there could be no lau-giver before the lau 
was given, nor could there be a law given, before 
there was any perſon to give it to; neither can a 
perſon be brought before a judge prior to his ex- 
thence. 

FR let it be remembered by you my bre- 
thren; that Chriſt was ſet up as mediator of his 
people from everlaſting, from the beginning, or 
ever the earth was ; even then his delights were 
with the ſons of men. * And a mediator im- 
plies an offender ; an offender implies an of- 
fence, or fin; fin implies a law; and a law im- 
plies a law-giver. So that God conſidered his 
people as loſt creatures in Adam, before the 
choice was made, or it could not have been to 
ſalvation, but then God's choice of his people 
was not to prevent their falling by fin ; but to 
prevent their falling into Hell on the account of 
their ſin. And as God choſe his people to ſal- 
vation; ſalvation implies bondage, bondage im- 
plies ſin, ſin implies a law and a tranſgreſſor, 
and a law implies a law-giver. Thus, 


His buſy thoughts at firſt, 
On their ſalvation ran; 
E'er fin was born or Adam's duſt, 
WV. faſhioned to a man.“ Watts, 


It is worth remarking alſo, that in the co- 
venant of grace among the ſacred three before 
all worlds, Chriſt became a ſurety and pro- 
miſed to come and do the will of God, on the 
behalf of all his people ; he is therefore called 
the ſurety of a better teſtament, or covenant. Þ 
Now a ſurety implies a debtor, a debtor im- 

Prov. vill. 23.—31. f Heb, vii. 22, 
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plies a debt, or ſin; fin implies a law, and a 
law implies a law-giver. Therefore if the au- 
thor wiſh to do any thing to purpoſe, he muſt 
Fir/t, overturn the doctrine of Election; Se- 
condly, prove that Chriſt did not ſuſtain the of- 
fice of mediator from everlaſting ; and Thirdly, 
that he in the covenant of grace did not ſtand 
in the office capacity of a ſurety for his peo- 
ple, for without proving theſe, his reaſoning 
has no force. 

He then goes on and tells us, that“ God 
Juſtifees none but finners, ungodly ſinners,” but as 
it is ſome time ſince in page 8th, he told us that 
* God juſlifieth a believing ſinner,” (or ſaint) 
this will ſerve as an apology for the contra- 
diction, 

In his 15th page he tells us,“ when it pleafes 
the Lord to juſtify a inner, a believing finner, (or 
ſaint) then he 1 7s brought from a ſlate of death into 
a /tate of life.” Now in his $th page he tells us, 
that ** zuſtification is not a work of the holy ſpirit 
in our hearts,” and yet when we are juſtified 
we are brought from death to life. It is a pity, 
the author was not better acquainted with the 

difference between juſtification and ſan#ification 
before he wrote, for then he might have avdid- 
ed this blunder,as well as many others. 

But let us attend to the ſcripture which he 
brings to prove, that ** when God juſtifies a be- 
lieving inner, (or ſaint) be is then brought from 
death to life.” It reads thus, verily, verily Lay 
unto you, he who heareth my word, and believeth | 
on him that ſent me, hath everlaſting liſe; and 
fÞall not come inta condemnation, but is paſſed from 
death to Life, * Now this text informs us, that 


8 John v. 24. | every 
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every real believer has ſpiritual and eternal life; 
and ſhall never come into condemnation (viz. 
before God) but it does not ſay a word of our 
not being juſtified hefore God in Chriſt's righ- 
teouſneſs till we believe; nor of our being de- 
livered from condemnation before God, upon 
our believing, therefore the text is nothing to 
his purpoſe ; and yet he adds after quoting it, 
« you ſee then, before we believe, we are condemn- 
ed,” lo it ſeems that the writer thinks, that our 
believing puts away condemnation from be- 
fore God. But if he can ſee that the ele are con- 
demned before God till they believe, he has 
better eyes than J have, or than Paul had; for 
he declares that there 1s no condemnation to 
them that are in Chriſt, * and a man muſt 
have good eyes indeed, to ſee condemnation 
where there is none. 

He goes on however to inform us, that the 
ever bleſſed God did intend from all eternity to 
nuſftify the elect. Wonderful diſcovery !! but 
however, if he mean in their own conſciences, 
he is certainly right; but if before God, he is 
as certainly wrong ; for although the apoſtle 
ſpeaks of being called according to his purpoſe, 
he no where ſpeaks of being juſtified before 
God according to his purpoſe, the one is an act 
of grace towards a ſinner, and the other a work 
of grace in the ſinner. Therefore although 
common ſenſe would not ſay that a man is juſ- 
tified in his own conſcience from eternity, yet 
common ſenſe needs not bluſh when ſaying, a 
man is juſtified before God in Chriſt's righte- 
ouſneſs from eternity; and ſhould the author 


a Rom, viii. T4 


ſay 
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ſay that Chriſt's righteouſneſs was not wrought 
out till he came in the fleſh, and therefore 
could not be imputed ; aſk him then in whoſe 
righteouſneſs it was, that the ſaints went to 
| Heaven before the coming of Chriſt in the 
| fleſh, and ſhould he return a judicious and 
| ſcriptural anſwer, he will tell vou, that juſtice 
acquitted all the elect, when in the covenant of 
1 grace, Chriſt their ſurety promiſed to come and 
do the will of God, for they could be detained 
ö priſoners no longer, any more than a creditor 
could detain a debtor after accepting his ſure- 
ty's bond. And as to ©* God's people being glo- 
rified from eternity,” that for obvious reaſons 
cannot be, nor do I know any body except the 
author of Tuſtification maſked who would talk 
ſuch nonſenſe, therefore as it is of his own 
coining, we are willing he ſhould have it for 
his own amuſement.. In the mean while let us 
proceed to examine what follows. 

« Every perſon who ts juſtified, enters into u- 
nion with Chrift, for Chrift dwells in their hearts 
by faith ; but their could be no union before crea- 
tion, the branch muſt be made before it can be 
grafted on that fruitful vine Chriſt Jeſus, (for) 
while we were unbelievers we were condemned, 
and ſo we could not be united to Chriſt.” 

Here we may obſerve, that when we believe 
we are juſtified, and when we are juſtified, we 
enter into union with Chriſt; ſo that if I un- 
derſtand him right, it muſt be either faith or 

' juſtification that unites us to Chriſt ; but which 
of the two it is, he has not told us. But as 
being united to Chriſt by ;u/tzfication ſounds 
rather ſtrange to the ear, perhaps the author 


chuſes 
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chuſes to ſay, we are united to Chriſt by faith ; 
or in other words, that fa:th grafts us aps Chrift, 
But then as faith is a part of our ſand@ification, 
it would ſound ſtill as odd to the ear of a 
thinking perſon, were we to tell him that a 
man 1s juſtified before God by a branch of his 
ſanctification. Again, as no ſpiritual bleſſing 
can be received but out of Chriſt's fulneſs, it 
would be rather a puzzling job for the author, 
to tell us how we come by faith at firſt, with 
out a previous connexion With that fulneſs 
from whence we muſt receive it; beſide it is 
worth remarking alſo, that faith is not a grace 
of union, but of communion. 

But we may obſerve again, this idea of a time 
union made by faith ſuppoſes a time when we 
were out of Chriſt, or there could be no occaſion 
for grafting us in, and then inſtead of the a- 
poſtle ſaying, he hath choſen us in Chriſt before the 
foundation of the world, he ſhould have ſaid, he 
hath choſen us out of Chriſt, before the foun- 
dation of the world, to be orafted into him in 
time, for the author tells you, re branch muſt 
be made before it can be grafted on that fruitful 
vine Chriſt Jeſus.” So he ſeems, poor man, to 
have no idea of any thing but a time election 
or union, therefore we find that his election and 
juſtification before God, bear the ſame date. 

But I muſt tell you my brethren, for whoſe 
inſtruction I am now writing, that the idea of 
grafting into Chriſt in time, has not the leaſt 
foundation in the word of God ; and neither 
the author, nor any other perſon can bring us 
one paſſage of ſcripture to prove a union to 


Chriſt by grafting. The word occurs no where 
in 
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in the bible that I know of but in the 11th of 
Romans, and whoever reads the 17th verſe 
of that chapter, muſt ſee that the apoſtle has 
| no ſuch thing as grafting into Chriſt in view, 

for it is grafting in among them which he there 
| ſpeaks of; ſo that the whole ſcheme of graft- 
ing into Chrif by faith, is a mere fiction; and 
{ without foundation in the word of God ; there- 
fore reject it as erroneous. 

But we may obſerve again, the e in- 
forms us allo that ** while we were unbelievers 
we were condemned, and if ſo, we could not be uni- 
ted to Chriſt; which implies if we be united 
to him, we are not condemned ; but juſtified. 

| Now Paul tells us, that we were choſen in 
Chriſt before the foundation of the world ; and 
Jude ſays, preſerved in Chriſt Jeſus and called.* 

So that if we were choſen in him as above, 
then we could not be out of him ; and if we 
were preſerved in him, we were not preſerved 
out of him ; and if we were called zz him, we 
were not out of him when called. Therefore as 
we were choſen in Chriſt, preſerved in Chriſt, 
and called in Chriſt, then we muſt be zu/tzfied 
in Chriſt ; for as all that are oft of Chriſt are 
Condemned before God, on account of their fins ; 
all that are in Chriſt muſt be juſtified before 
God, from every charge that can be brought a- 
gainſt them; for as out of him we cannot be 
Juſtified, ſo in him we cannot be condemned 

before God. Thus it appears then according to 
our author's own reaſoning, as it does alſo from 
the word of God; that eternal election and eter- 
nal juſtification muſt ſtand or fall together, 

|| #* Eph, i. 4. Jude r. 


At 
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I very well know what puzzles the authot 
and thoſe of his ſentiments is, their not be- 
ing able to account for a man's being juſtified 
and condemned at the ſame time. But this dif- 
ficulty my brethren will ſoon be removed by 
conſidering that all God's people have relation 
to wo heads, viz. Adam and Chriſt; and while 
they are condemned in the former, they are juſ- 
tified and compleat in the righteouſneſs of the 
latter. Beſide, a man may be juſtified before God 
in the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, as are all the 
Elect; and yet condemned in his own conſcience 
for want of knowing it. Therefore we conclude 
that a man is juſtified (manifeſtly and in his 
own conſcience) by faith. | 
At the bottom of the fame 15th page the 
author ſays, ** if the elect were juſtified from eter- 
nity, they never could fall nor be in a hoſt condition. 
What ignorance ! whereas God's chuſing them 
to ſalvation implies, that he viewed them in 
that ftate in Adam before the choice was made; 
and he did not chuſe them in Chriſt to pre- 
vent their falling by n; but to prevent their 
falling into Hell for their fin, as before obſerv- 
ed, and therefore Chriſt came to ſeek and to 
fave that which was loſt, as were all his peo- 
ple as viewed in Adam; and the coming of 
Chriſt in the fleſh was to fulfil his covenant 
engagements with his Father, on the behalf 
of thoſe his people. 5 
He tells us in page 16th, if a man be juſtified 
before he believes as the Antinomians ſay he is; was 
not that à true charge, nay but he fectiveth the 
EET: | Ws 
Now you have to obſerve, an Antinomian is 
one 
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one who is againſt the moral law, and ſays he 
has nothing to do with it; but as I never have 
met with ſuch an one ſince I have been in Hull, 
and as my ſermon on Reconciliation will inform 
the reader that I am not of that number, I ſhall 
ſay no more about it; but this I will venture 
to ſay, that though as conſidered in Adam we 
were condemned and loſt ; yet as confidered in 
Chriſt, we were juſtified before God, and that 
too before we believed, though we were not 


juſtified in our own conſciences till ter we 


believed. Nor can the author of Tu/tzfication 
maſked overturn this truth, unleſs he can prove 
that we were not choſen in Chriſt till ter we 
believed ; for if the head be juſtified before God, 
ſo muſt the members; and if the members be 
condemned, ſo mult the head. 

He tells us towards the cloſe of the above- 
mentioned page, if men were juſtified from eter- 
nity, nothing could be laid to their charge; if ſo, 
where is the juſtice of God the Father, in cauſing 
the ſward to awake againſt the man that was his 


fellow? &c.” I anſwer becauſe Chriſt in the 


counſel of peace became a ſurety for his people, 


took their debt upon himſelf, and promiſed to 


pay it; to fulfil which promiſe, was the errand 
upon which xs came in the fleſh. - Therefore 


if the author could but ſee it juſt of a creditor 


to demand the debt of a ſurety, which he has 
taken upon himſelf, when the time agreed 


upon between them is expired; he might ſee 
the juſtice of God, in puniſhing his own Son, 


for his people's fans... 


Page 17th, he aſles ** whor uſe can it be for 
oe 0 to convince . Elect-world of fin if they 


were 
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were pardoned from eternity ? what need is there 
for him to apply that blood which cleanſes us from 
all fin, when fin was done away from eternity?” 

Now here we may obſerve with our Lord, 
that the whole need not a phyſician, but the! 
that are ic; and till a man feels his diſeaſe, 
he will prize neither the phyſician, nor yet 
his medicine, and although it is a ſcriptural 
truth, that Chriſt 427th put away fin (before 
God) by the ſacrifice of himſelf, * or he never 
will put it away; yet, it is the ſpirit's work to 
convince of fin and put away the guilt thereof 
out of the conſcience. And although it is a 
glorious truth, that God doth not impute fin 
to his people, having laid it all upon Chriſt ;+ 
yet, that does not ſet aſide the neceflity of the 
ipirit's applying the blood of Chriſt to purge 
the conſcience from dead works ; at which time 
that which was before an evil conſcience be- 
comes a good one. It is a pity, the author can- 
not make a proper diſtinction between Chriſt's 
putting away fin before God, and the ſpirit's 
putting away the guilt thereof out of the be- 
hiever's conſcience. 

But now let us proceed to the 19th page 
where the author informs us, that “ he znfers 
that a man is juſtified before God by faith; but in 
his own- conſcience and before men he is juſtified 
by works,” | oh 

Let us examine this inference. A man ts 
juſtified before God by faith.” Now if you aſk 
what the author calls faith, he tells you in page 
22d, it is the moſt immanent grace of the ſpirit.” 
Therefore if his doctrine be true, we are 

eb. H. 26. f Rom. iv. 8. Tſai; Iii. . 
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% 


— ͤ— — — 
— 


juſtified before God, by a grace of the ſpiry, 
And yet he tells us in page geh that ** 7uſtifi. 


fore ſaid, that the object of juſtification is an 


ther in Heaven, Earth nor Hell; and here he 
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cation is not a work of the holy ſpirit in our 
bearts.” 
Here we may obſerve my brethren, that he 
has put faith as the matter of a ſinner's juſtifi. 
cation before God ; inſtead of the obedience of 
Chriſt, or the redemption that is in him; al- 
though the apoſtle tells us, that we are juſtified 
(viz. before God) freely by his grace, through 
the redemption that is in Chriſt Jeſus, and 
that by the obedience of one, ſhall many be 
made righteous. * And if this have not a ten- 
dency to embarraſs the minds of his hearers and 
to miſlead them, I know not what has. 
Now you may remember, that he has be- 


ungodly Saint, which' is not to be found nei- 


tells you, that a man is juſtified before God by a 
grace of the ſpirit, ſo that the ſum of both is 
this, an UNGODLY SAINT is juſtified before 
God by a grace of the ſpirit.” Alas what divi- 
nity III I have been told indeed, that ſome o- 
ther miniſters in this Town have had a hand in 
this publication; but at preſent I entertain a 
better opinion of their underſtanding, than to 
think that they would have ſuffered ſuch non- 
ſenſe to have paſſed through their hands; there- 
fore let the author have all the honor of it. 

But let us now proceed and examine the o- 
ther part of this inference, which reads thus, 
* but in his own conſcience and before men by 
,t. One would think that the author-muſt 


Rom. ii. 24.—v. 19. WY 1 x 
aVc 
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have ſome more perfect works than this per- 
formance is, or he could never be juſtified i in ue 
own conſcience by them. 

But however, we may obſerve here that kt 
works are put in the place of faith, for had he 
ſaid, we are juſtified before God in the righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt, (as he did in his 8th page) in 
our own conſciences by faith, and before men 
by our works; it would have been more con- 
ſiſtent with the word of God. But as to good 
works, although they who have believed, will 
be careful to maintain them, as the apoſile ſays ;* 
yet he does not add, that you may be juſtified 
in your conſciences by them ; but theſe things 
are good and profitable unto men, and whoever a- 
bounds in them 1s freed from condemnation, or 
juſtified before men ; but as to peace of con- 
ſcience, that is enjoyed in a way of believing. 


In his 21ſt page he tells us, that“ ef eternal 


juſtification is not founded en ſcripture nor reaſon, 
it cannot be true,” which implies that if it be 


founded on both, then it muſt be True. Now 


Paul tells us, that there is no condemnation to 
them, which are in Chriſt Jeſus, + and as we 
were choſen Ns Chriſt before the foundation of 
the world, r then we myſt be juſtified before 
God as early, —Again as nothing can be laid to 
the charge of God's elect, & then all God's elect 
muſt be juſtified before him in Chriſt's righte- 
ouſneſs, which righteouſneſs is called an ever- 
laſting righteouſneſs; | a righteouſneſs ever- 
laſtingly accepted of God, on the behalf of his 
people. 2 

Nor is this doctrine contrary/ 105 e for ae 


9 Lk ii. $, 7 Rom. vüi. 1. a 4. Rom. viii. 53. } rs 5 
hri 
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Chriſt was ſet up as Mediator from everlaſting, 
from the beginning, or ever the earth was; * it 
muſt be on the behalf of his people, who. were 
then viewed by him, as fallen creatures in A. 
dam; or they could not have been choſen in 
Chriſt to ſalvation. Beſide, Chriſt became a 
urety in the covenant of grace, took his peo- 
ple's debt on himſelf, and gave his Father a pro- 
miſe, or bond, ſaying, lo I come to do thy will 
O God. And you know it is quite. reaſonable 
| for a creditor to acquit a debtor, after he has 
k accepted his ſurety's bond ; nay, the .creditor 
| muſt be unjuſt not to do it. Therefore as the 

doctrine of eternal juſtification before God is a- 

greeable both to /cripture and reaſon it muſt be 
4 true, according to our author's own reaſoning. 
Ly He tells us alſo in the ſame page, that zg 
drink in unſound doctrines is an awful fign of re- 


» 


probation.” Therefore it will not be amiſs to 
compare the author's ideas with the word of 
# God. 
| Firſt, As the idea of a time juſti ifcation be- 
. fore God repreſents fin to be charged fo, and God 
angry with his people; it muſt be an error, For 
| God was in Chriſt reconciling the world to himſel , 
| not imputing their treſpaſſes to them ; and hatb 
|: committed unto us (his miniſters) the word of RE- 
| CONCILIATION. 
| Secondly, As a time juſtification. before Ged ſets 
| aſide the atonement, it muſt be an error. For 
| he bath made peace (on God's part) by. the blood 
| of his croſs, and by bim we bave received the atone- 
| ment. 
| © Thirdly, As a time r before God re- 
_ preſents Chriſt and his members condemned be- 


Prov. vin. 23. 


o 


fore 
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fore him, this muſt be an error ; becauſe the 

are all acquitted by juſtice, of which the reſur- 
rection of Chriſt from the dead is a manifeſt 
roof. | 

Fourthly, The ſcripture informs us, we were 
choſen in "Chriſt before the foundation of the 
world, preſerved 1 in Chriſt and called; but this 
man ſays, we are grafted into Chriſt on believing, 
though not a word of grafting into Chriſt is 
mentioned i in all the Bible, therefore this muſt 
be an error. 

Fifthly, The apoſtle ſays, there is no cbm 
nation to them which are in Chriſt; and that 
nothing can be laid to the charge of God's elect, 
as ſuch. But this man ſays, ve are condemned 
before God till we believe,” and therefore fin muſt 
be charged, without which there could be no 
condemnation ; which certainly is a very great 
error. 

Sixthly, The apoſtle ſays we are juſtified 
(viz. before God) through the redemption 
which is in Chriſt Jeſus ; * but this man ſays 
de are juſtified before God by faith,” therefore 
this muſt be an error alſo. 

Seventhly, 'The ſcripture ſays, God juſtifies 
the ungodly ;—but our author ſays, he juf- 
tifies the believing ſinner,” viz. the godly, for 
no real believer can be without God, or ungod- 
ly ; therefore this likewiſe muſt be an error. 

Erghthly, The apoſtle ſays, it is God that juſ- 
tifies, this man ſays, it is faith that juſtifies.” 

Ninthly, The word of God ſays, Chriſt hath 
put away 25 (before God) by the ſacrifice of 
himſelf; this man preſets: that. reer | 


| * Row, i, 24. * 0 
sf ; puts 


32 jus$TIFICATION VINDICATED, 


puts it away; for he tells us ©* we are condemn- 
ed before God till we believe,” but this alſo muſt 
be an error. Now if drinking in errors or un- 
ſound doctrines be an awful fign of reproba- 
tion, what can be more applicable to the au- 
thor, than thou art the man. | 

As it would' be wrong of us to caſt away the 
precious with the vile, and to reject a little 
truth, becauſe it ſtands among a deal of error ; 
I with to make a remark on a few words which 
he has dropped in his 22d page concerning 
faith ; by which I ſuppoſe he means the faith 
of God's ele, it reads thus, ** faith is the moſi 
immanent grace of the ſpirit.” 


* Here my brethren you have to remember, 


he is here ſpeaking of the thing 2tſelf, and 
not of an act which is performed by virtue of 
that thing ; and herein he agrees with Bunyan, 
Brown, Butterworth, Maſon, Romaine, Gurnall, 
&c. &c. who all of them call faith a grace of 
the ſpirit, and to me it appears plain from the 
word of God, that the faith of God's ele& 
is a divine grace, and believing is the immedi- 
ate effect thereof. 

The pious and learned Doctor Gill calls it 
* 2 working grace,” * of which Chriſt himſelf 
is the author and finiſher. ue | 

He tells us alſo, when ſpeaking of the faith 
of God's ele, + that ** this faith is fecured 
and made ſure to them by their ele&ion ; they 
are choſen to, and through it to falvation, they 


believe in confequence and by virtue of it.” 


And indeed, without this way of conceiving 
of faith, I do not ſee how we can account for 
| © Note on 1 Thel. i. 3. + Note on Tit, i, 2. 
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our Lord's words to Peter, * where A told 


him, I have prayed for thee that thy faith fail 


not. Now as a grace of the ſpirit it did not fail, 
though it did as to its acting. But if we con- 


ſider faith itſelf to be ** an act of the mind giv- 
ing credit to the divine teſtimony,” as is by ſome 
aſſerted; then what follows but that Peter loſt 
his faith. For did he give credit to the divine 
teſtimony, that Jeſus was the Chriſt the Son of 
the living God, when he denied him with oaths 
and curies ? ſurely not. 

Should any fay, that Peter denied Chriſt 
through fear; I alk then, did Peter give credit 
to the divine teſtimony, which ſays, he that lo- 


6th his life far my ſake, ſhall find it? & ſurely 
he did not. 


Should any ſay he did it through ſhame, did 
he then credit the divine teſtimony which ſays, 
whoſoever ſhall be aſhamed of me and of my 
words, of him ſhall the Son of man be aſhamed, 
when he ſhall come in his own glory? * ſurely 
he did not. For if he had, he would ſooner. 
have died for Chriſt, than he would have de- 
nied him. 

From hence then we may obſerve, that if the 
cence of Peter's faith, were ** an ac? of the mind 
giving credit to the divine teſtimony,” then the 
Hence of Peter's faith failed, and Chriſt prayed 
in vain. But Chriſt did not pray in vain, nor 
did the Hence of Peter's faith fail; and there- 
fore the Hence of his faith was not an act of 
ha mind giving credit to the divine teſtimo- 

; but a grace of the ſpirit in his heart main- 
ine by Chriſt its author and finiſher n 


7 Luke xi. 32 + Matt. x 39. f Tuke ix, 26, TR 
5 But 
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Kc. &c. who all of them call faith a grace of 


And indeed, without this way of conceiving 
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puts it away; for he tells us“ we are condemn- 
ed before God till we believe, but this alſo muſt 
be an error. Now if drinking in errors or un- 
ſound doctrines be an awful ſign of reproba- 
tion, what can be more applicable to the au- 
thor, than thou art the man. 188 
As it would be wrong of us to caſt away the 
precious with the vile, and to reject a little 
truth, becauſe it ſtands among a deal of error; 
I wiſh to make a remark on a few words which 
he has dropped in his 22d page concerning 
faith ; by which I ſuppoſe he means the faith 
of God's ele, it reads thus, ** faith is the moſ 
immanent grace of the ſpirit.” | 
* Here my brethren you have to remember, 
he is here ſpeaking of the thing itſelf, and 
not of an act which is performed by virtue of 
that thing ; and herein he agrees with Bunyan, 
Brown, Butterworth, Maſon, Romaine, Gurnall, 


the ſpirit, and to me it appears plain from the 
word of God, that the faith of God's ele& 
is a divine grace, and believing is the immedi- 
ate effect thereof. 

The pious and learned Doctor Gill calls it 
te working grace, * of which Chriſt himſelf 
as the apnthor and GniMer.:; GER? 
| He tells us alſo, when ſpeaking of the faith 
of God's ele, + that ** this faith is ſecured 
and made ſure to them by their election; they 
are choſen to, and through it to falvation, they 
believe in confequence and by virtue of it.“ 


of faith, I do not ſee how we can account for 


Net en 1 Thel. i, 3. 1 Note on Tit, i. 1. 
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our Lord's words to Peter, * where he told 
him, I have prayed for thee that thy Jaith fail 
not. Now as a grace of the ſpirit it 4 not fail, 
though it did as to its acting. But if we con- 
ſider faith itſelf to be ** an act of the mind giu= 
ing credit to the divine teſtimony,” as is by ſome 
aflerted ; then what follows but that Peter loſt 
his faith. For did he give credir to the divine 
teſtimony, that Jeſus was the Chriſt the Son of 
the living God, when he denied him with oaths 
and curies ? ſurely not. 

Should any ſay, that Peter denied Chriſt 
through fear ; I aſk then, did Peter give credit 
to the divine teſtimony, which ſays, be that lo- 


ſeth his life for my ſake, ſhall find it? FT ſurely 
he did not. 


Should any ſay he did it through ſhame, did 
he then credit the divine tete which ſays, 
whoſoever ſhall be aſhamed of me and of my 
words, of him ſhall the Son of man be aſhamed, 
when he ſhall come in his own glory ? f + ſurely 
he did not. For if he had, he weutd* ſooner 
have died for Chriſt, than he would have de- 
nied him. 

From hence then we may obſerve, that if the 
Hence of Peter's faith, were, ** an at? of the mind 
giving credit to the divine teſtimony,” then the 
Hence of Peter's faith failed, and Chriſt prayed 
in vain. But Chriſt did not ray in vain, nor 
did the Hence of Peter's faith fail; ; and there- 
fore the Hence of his faith was not an act of 
the mind giving credit to the divine teſtimo- 

; but a grace of the ſpirit in his heart. main- 
rained by Chriſt its author and finiſher. 44 J, 
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loſe the /ife of Faith ; I reply the life of faith is 


that hour; for if Paul /wved bs the faith of 
the Son of God,, Peter muſt die for want of it, 


to the word of his grace, which is able to 


* * 
N wh — 


1 


at perhaps ſome may ſay, that Peter did not 


Chriſt himſelf, beſide our Lord did not ſay, I 
have prayed for thee that e life of faith fail 
not, but that thy FAITH fail not 

Others perhaps may ſay, that Peter's faith 
did not fail finally ; I reply, if Peter's faith fail- 
ed but for an hour, he loſt his fprritual life in 


but that could not be. 

Having thus pointed out to you, what I 
think to he erroneous, and what I believe is 
truth; I would wiſh you to chuſe the one, and 
refuſe the other ; and do not revile the author, 
or treat him as an enemy, but pity and pray for 
him as a miſtaking man; that God may give 
him to know the truth, to love the truth, to 
embrace the truth, to preach the truth, to He 
the truth, and to die in the enjoyment of it, 
that he may be happy for ever and ever. 

Now brethren, I commend you to God, and 


build you up, and to give you an inheritance 
among all! them, who are ſanctified. 
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